EDUCATION
differentiation of curriculum, either between boys and girls
or between academic and non-academic children* The
Soviet Union does not recognize these nice distinctions,
"Equality" in^ education means "identity/5 At fifteen plus
children are distributed to the factory or the factory school,
to the technicum or the full secondary school, according to
their capacities and inclination. Those who stay on at the
secondary school continue with the full course; there is no
specialization until the university is reached, and no alterna-
tive courses. The problem of the multilateral school does
not trouble Soviet educationists; all the schools are unilateral.
This simplification is not chiefly due to the claims of
economy, although large, undifferentiated schools are obvi-
ously cheaper to run than our smaller units with different
"sides" within them, and with different heads controlling
them. It is almost anti-Marxian to suggest that children
differ in capacity and interest with regard to the ordinary
subjects of the curriculum, or that there may be different
ways of approaching mathematics or science. Equal oppor-
tunity, for Soviet educationists, means a similar curriculum.
The recent and extraordinary outburst against <c peda-
logical methods," i.e. measuring, testing, and assessing the
individual child has its roots in the conviction that only by
treating all children alike can you ensure that the child of
the erstwhile bourgeois or intelligentsia is not given preferen-
tial treatment over the child of the proletarian. According
to our ideas this must mean the sacrifice of the individual
child. Perhaps convincing evidence that the Soviet system
feels secure will be "the emergence in the schools of differen-
tiated courses. It must not be forgotten in this connection
that freedom of choice is exercised in the circles, but these
only occupy, at the most, three hours in the week.
This uniformity of the Soviet system strikes an English
observer very forcibly, because our system of infant, junior,
senior, junior technical, selective central, and secondary
schools, all under different head teachers with fewer pupils,
and with different choices of curriculum for those over eleven
plus, carries variety farther than most other countries. In
my opinion it is one of the best features of our system, and
I should be sorry to tHnfc that it is incompatible with the
complete equality of educational opportunity which is such
an inspiring feature of the Soviet system.
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